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Classified  By:  PolCouns  Ted  Osius  for  Reasons  1.4  (B,D) 

^1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  As  requested,  this  cable  contains  specific,  concrete  ideas  for  opportunities  for  India  to  use  soft  power  in  helping  Afghanistc 
^2.  (C)  Trilateral  cooperation  on  infrastructure  and  capacity  building  projects  among  the  U.S.,  Japan  and  India  could  also  bring  economies  of  s 
Background:  A Natural  Ally,  Already  Giving  Generously 


^3.  (C)  Indian  experts  on  Afghanistan,  such  as  XXXXXXXXXXXX  believe  India  is  well-regarded  and  liked  in  Afghanistan,  and  calls  India  a "natural 
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WHAT  INDIA  CAN  OFFER 


Affordable  Professionals 


^4.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  when  asked  to  highlight  India's  contribution,  immediately  answered  that  the  best  bang  for  the  buck  comes  from  India's  prc 
Affordable  Training 


^5.  (C)  The  GOI  is  already  bringing  Afghans  to  India  for  training  in  various  fields  much  more  cheaply  than  what  most  other  countries  can  offer. 
Administrative  Service 


^6.  (C)  India  is  already  in  the  process  of  sending  some 
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thirty  Indian  Administrative  Service  officers  to  Afghanistan  (ref  a).  As  other  ministries  and  government  offices  are  identified  as  needing  outs 
Affordable  Energy 


^7.  (C)  The  India-led  Pul-e-Khumri  to  Kabul  power  transmission  line  is  running  ahead  of  schedule  and  on  budget,  and  should  provide  significant 
People-to-People 


^8.  (C)  India  was  proud  to  provide  food  aid  (in  the  form  of  high  protein  biscuits)  during  the  2002  "Back  to  School"  campaign,  as  well  as  humani 
Straight  Donations 


^9.  (C)  In  addition  to  humanitarian  and  medical  supplies  provided  in  2002,  India  has  provided  direct  donations  of  materiel  to  Afghanistan,  and 
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has  given  buses,  minibuses,  utility  vehicles,  aircraft,  education  kits,  books,  school  desks,  laboratory  equipment,  musical  instruments,  compute 
Multi-lateral  Partnerships 


^10.  (C)  The  21st  Century  Leadership  Alliance  can  provide  the  basis  for  greater  cooperation  between  the  U.S.,  India  and  Japan  in  promoting  demc 
IMPEDIMENTS  TO  INDIA'S  CONTRIBUTION 


Pakistan  Withholds  Transit  Access 


^11.  (C)  According  to  XXXXXXXXXXXX  and  other  Embassy  contacts,  transit  through  Pakistan  is  imperative  for  the  economic  integration  of  the  regie 
The  Security  Issue 


^12.  (C)  Security  continues  to  be  an  issue  of  public  concern  in  sending  Indians  to  work  in  Afghanistan.  Since  2003,  two  Indian  engineers  have  t 
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have  been  executed  in  Afghanistan.  The  Indian  media  says  Indians  who  work  specifically  on  road-building  projects  in  Afghanistan  are  targeted  di; 
^13.  (U)  As  an  outsider  looking  in.  Post  realizes  that  Embassy  Kabul  and  Washington  (as  well  as  the  government  of  Afghanistan)  are  best  placed 


